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Prof.  Glynis  M. Johns is  the founder of  the                                    

Black Scranton Project ,  an archival  project  documenting and 
celebrating  African American Heritage of  Scranton,  Pa.   

 
Black Scranton Project Curates First Friday Exhibition Spotlighting Local POC Artists | Nov. 02 

 
SCRANTON, PA— The Black Scranton Project  is pleased to announce 
the launch  of a new art venture with a pop-up show. This debut art 
exhibition will feature the works of emerging local Artists of Color 
among whom are talented contemporary painters, mixed media, and 
digital artists. Shoutout: Black Art Exhibition will take place 6:00pm 
November 02, 2018 at the Scranton Cultural Center 420 North 
Washington Ave, as part of First Friday Scranton monthly event. The 
Shoutout continues at 9:00pm with a reception complete with a live 
musical performance at POSH at the Scranton Club.  
 
Shoutout: Black Art Exhibition is a pilot to an exhibition series–a 
cultural empowerment series celebrating the contributions of People 
of Color in the arts, education, music, history, and community.  Just as 
title of this exhibition so a so affectionately describes, it an 
unapologetic attempt of support and appreciation of black and brown 
creatives who are also active members of the local arts scene. “Art is 
transformative tool in society. It allows us to push the boundaries of our 
imagination and challenges us to either express our perspectives or 
bear witness to one different from your own.” –Prof. Glynis Johns  
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Black Scranton Project’s is a multi-layered project in partnership with the Lackawanna Historical Society to create a special 
collections archive dedicated to rich African American Heritage. In addition to the historical work, Black Scranton is focused on 
showcasing the hidden histories and contributions of  this city’s black community.  Creator of the Black Scranton Project, Glynis 
Johns speaks to the need for spaces like these for artists of color: “Our mission is to promote the visibility of our communities, 
highlight the talent with in them, and offer a platform for the conversation around the challenges and victories of being 
underrepresented in Scranton.” 
 
Glynis M. Johns is a professor and researcher based in Scranton, PA with a primary focus on 
archiving local Black history and culture and curating space for emerging and POC artists, writers, 
scholars of NEPA and showcase their work. Since 2017, Glynis has been organizing initiatives. Most 
notably, a project to commemorate prominent figures of the black community in the early 20th 
century with a PHMC  issued historical marker. Most recently, leading and organizing Scranton 
Region Complete Count Committee (SRSCCC) for the 2020 US Census campaign.  She describes 
her work and advocacy as “a labor of love” adding “I do this for the black and brown kids growing up 
in my city. They have a right to cultural capital. So I am harvesting it for them.” 

 
Credit  to those who sponsored and supported this exhibition: Willary Foundation; Lackawanna Historical Society, Mary Ann 
Moran-Savakinus; Lackawanna Arts Council, Maureen McGuigan: Scranton Cultural Center, Maria Santomauro; POSH at the 
Scranton Club, Josh Mast; Participating Artists: Travis Prince, Gossamer Elysian Farris, Emmanuel Adjei, Jorge Ariza, Gabrielle  
Mitchell, Alexis Cosgrove, and Renee Pair. 
 
 
Find us on instagram and facebook. For further information about the Shoutout: Black Art Exhibition or the Black Scranton 
Project, please visit www.blackscranton.com or email info@blackscranton.com   
 
 
 
 
 


